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"Whot is o common low relolionship?"

A common low relotionship is when two people live logether in o monioge{ike
relotionship. The two people con be of the some sex or of lhe opposite sex. No
legol formolities ore required.

"How long do we need lo live together lo be considered common low spoutes?"

It depends on whether the issue is federol or provinciol, ond in whot province
you live. Federol issues include ilems such os federol government pensions ond
division of the Conodo Pension Plon upon seporotion. Properly division is

determined by provinciol low ond eoch province hos its own definition of whoi
o common low spouse is.

For Onlqrlo fomily low purposes, must cohobit 3 or hove o child ond o
relotionship of some permonence.

"How do lhe courls determlne whal cohobllollon ls?"

Generolly. o judge will look of lhe lifestyle of the pqrties in o common low
relofionship. The normol test used is the one set out in the Conodion cose of
MoldoWch v Penltinen, which sets out the following 7 foctors:

l. Sheller - did the unmonied porties shqre qccommodotion;

2. $exuEl ond Personol Behovlour - did the unmonied porties mointoin on
intimote interdependent relotionship ond were they so perceived by others;

3. Servlces - did lhe common low couple shore the troditionol functions of o
fomily;

4. Soclol - did the unmonied couple porfroy themselves os o couple to the
outside world;

5. Socielol - how were the common low portnen treoted by their community;

6. Economlc Supporl - were lhe unmqnied porties economicolly
interdependenl; ond

7. Chlldren - did the unmorried couple see children os port of their home ond
interoct porentolly with eoch others' children.


