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Research Questions and Hypothesis

A research question establishes the purpose of the research.

Two basic types of questions asked in the social sciences:

a) Descriptive questions that ask “What happens?”

b) Explanation questions that ask “Why?” or “How?”

A hypothesis is a possible answer to your research questions

You develop it after the review of literature to explain what happens and why it happens.
“An hypothesis is a statement of a presumed relationship between two or more variables, usually stated in the form “Other things being equal, if A, then B.”

· If the A variable occurs or goes up or down, then the B variable also occurs or goes up or down.

· The B variable is usually the one being explained, the A variable the explanation.”  (Teevan & Hewitt: University of Western, 1995) 

Variables: are qualities such as gender or birth order, or behaviours such as marrying or attending university.

A is the INDEPENDENT VARIABLE because it occurs first.

B is the DEPENDENT VARIABLE because it depends on A. 

Thus A is the cause and B is the effect.

Example:

Topic “Early Adulthood”

Question “What factors influence an individual’s decision about when to leave home?”

Review of Literature:

Influenced by the make up of an individual family

Hypothesis “Children of remarried parents leave home earlier.”

A independent variable = remarried parents

B dependent variable= leaving home
