HHS
Research Question

Developing a Research Question
A research question establishes the purpose of the research.
Two basic types of questions asked in the social sciences:

A) Descriptive Questions that ask “What happens?”  

B) Explanation questions that ask ‘why?’ or ‘how?’

It's absolutely essential to develop a research question that you're interested in or care about in order to focus your research and your report.  For example, researching a broad topic such as "academic success’ is difficult since there may be hundreds of sources on all aspects of academic success. On the other hand, a focused question such as "Does having gender classes improve academic success?" is easier to research and can be covered more fully and in more depth.
Can the Topic be researched? 
Choose a Question that is neither too broad nor too narrow.
How do you develop a usable research question? Choose an appropriate topic for your research, one that actually can be researched. Then list all of the questions that you'd like answered yourself. Choose the best question, one that is neither too broad nor too narrow. Sometimes the number of sources you find will help you discover whether your research question is too broad, too narrow, or okay.

For example, if you choose juvenile delinquency (a topic that can be researched), you might ask the following questions: 
a. What is the 2011 rate of juvenile delinquency in Grey County?

b. How can we reduce juvenile delinquency in Grey County? 
c. Does education play a role in reducing juvenile delinquents' return to crime? 
Once you complete your list, review your questions in order to choose a usable one that is neither too broad nor too narrow. In this case, the best research question is "c." Question "a" is too narrow, since it can be answered with a simple statistic. Question "b" is too broad; it implies that the researcher will cover many tactics for reducing juvenile delinquency that could be used throughout the country. Question "c," on the other hand, is focused enough to research in some depth. 

