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Phase III

Conducting Primary Research

You have completed the groundwork of your independent research project. You have examined what others had to say about your topic and research question. Now you are ready to move forward and find your own primary research.

In this report you need to follow the guidelines below. Use the bolded headings as headings.  The bulk of this Phase will be your research tool.  You must decide the most appropriate method of gathering/acquiring your first-hand information. In most cases it will either be by questionnaire where you will ask a sample of people (approx. 50) to answer a set of questions on a piece of paper, or through an interview where you will speak directly to people about their experiences regarding your topic.
1. Research question: state your research question which you developed in Phase One, to guide your reader through the report.

2. Hypothesis: State your hypothesis.

First you must decide what your hypothesis is going to be. A hypothesis is simply the answer to a question.

     Examples:

1. Alcohol use is directly related to peer and media pressure

2. Financial difficulties lead to divorce.

3. Teenagers are not taking the proper measures to avoid the dangerous risks of being sexually active.
Refer to the sheet that Ms. Burton gave you earlier for more examples of hypotheses.
3. Sample Group: Describe your sample group.
You must determine who you will be researching. This is the demographic of the population who will help you prove your hypothesis. Determine their gender, age, and any social parameters such as from a divorced family, a stay at home mother, a Catholic.
4. Questions for interview or survey. You must think carefully about what you want to find out about your sample group. You are looking for ways to support your hypothesis so you need to ask questions that will help prove or disprove it. A series of questions can get at this behaviour. Consider if the questions will be open or closed or a mixture of both types.
Example: 
Sample group is early 20s men just graduated from post-secondary. 

If your hypothesis is “Alcohol use is directly related to peer and media pressure” good questions could be:
1. If you were not thinking of having a drink or only wanted to have one, because of time constraints would you more likely have another if your friends you are out with were having another, and if cost was not a concern?
a. No, I don’t let others choices influence me

b. Yes, I would join in with what others are doing

c. Maybe, depends on ________________________________ 

2. Read the following question and check the appropriate answer:  
I drink more when out with my friends compared to when I’m out with family.
a. Yes I do drink more with friends

b. No I don’t. I drink the same

c. I drink more with family

d. I don’t drink in either case.
3. Please give the reason why to your answer above: 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4. I encourage my friends to keep up with the number of drinks I’m having.

a. Of course! Competition makes it better.
b. Nah, we just drink what we feel like
c. I don’t even pay attention to what my friends are drinking.

5. My friends and I like to act like guys in popular videos and/movies where they are drinking.

a. Yes

b. No

If you answer yes, give an example(s) of a time you did this: 
______________________________________________________

Creating meaningful questions takes some thinking. For each question give a rationale of what you will be looking for, and how this will lead to supporting your hypothesis.
Example: 

Question #1 

If you were not thinking of having a drink or only wanted to have one because of time constraints, would you more likely have another if your friends you are out with were having another, and if cost was not a concern?

a. No, I don’t let others choices influence me

b. Yes, I would join in with what others are doing

c. Maybe, depends on ________________________________ 

Rationale: This question tries to find out about the peer pressure the person is experiencing. Do they give into peer pressure despite knowing they only have so much time before they need to be somewhere else? Do they feel because their friends are doing it, they too will have just one more to possibly feel included? If they answer yes, this would support my hypothesis of “Alcohol use is directly related to peer pressure….
Question #5

1. My friends and I like to act like guys in popular Youtube videos and/movies where they are drinking.

a. Yes

b. No

If you answer yes, give an example(s) of a time you did this: 

Rationale: This question tries to find out about the influence of media. Youtube Videos and movies are examples of media. If the person answers yes and can provide an example then their answer proves the hypothesis true.
Your questionnaire must also have an introduction that explains your purpose of asking them to participate without giving away your hypothesis. 

Example: The following questionnaire is focused on the drinking behaviours of young men in their early 20s. You have been asked to participate in this study as you fall into this age and gender category. This research is for my grade 12 Sociology course at Grey Highlands Secondary School, and all information will be kept confidential. Please do not place your name on any area of this form.

Thank you for participating. 
You must determine your hypothesis and have this approved by Ms. Burton ASAP

Once it has been approved you can begin on Phase Three. You will have 12 days to complete this. Once marked, you will then be making plans to gather all your primary research data.  Ms. Burton will photocopy the approved questionnaire and/or interview questions for you. You will be on to Phase Four(
