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Culminating Assignment

Phase 2: Literature Review Guidelines

Once you have come up with the topic you are interested in learning more about you will review more literature written about it. You will be researching published research known as secondary sources, found in professional journals online.  You may also find articles online which include published reports’ statistics on your topic of interest.
You are trying to summarise the research you have uncovered on your topic and lay a foundation of information that will allow you to conduct your research (primary research) and allow a comparison of these two pieces of information at a later date.

There are two main ways to write a literature review.

Summative: This method pulls together all the information you have collected and presents a concise summary of all the trends you see developing related to your topic.  You may organize it in any way you wish. You could for instance group all the similar trends together and all the conflicting trends together.

Comparative: This method specifically sets up two conflicting or differing schools of thought on the same topic.  This method is more effectively used with topics that clearly have two sides such as abortion or euthanasia.

You write your literature review as a report. Explain connected points and the source that they came from.
For example:

a) Fred Johnson’s study in 2014 about teen smoking concluded that…….

b) It was interesting to find that teen smokers felt….(Johnson, 2014)

c) According to Johnson (2014), teen smokers….

Your literature review must include at least 5 journal articles
You will need to include a bibliography citing all your sources in alphabetical order, based on the author’s name(s). Use APA format.
Refer to hand out and this website because each source is referenced differently: 
http://www.apastyle.org/search.aspx?query=citing

